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Figure 2.1: Mill Mountain Park Trail Map
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Chapter Three     PROGRESS ON IMPLEMENTATION          

The Task Force reviewed the 2005 Trails Plan, the process used to develop it, and the 
recommendations from that plan.

3.1 PROGRESS ON ESTABLISHING A TRAIL SYSTEM

The Parks and Recreation Department has successfully implemented the recommendations of the 
2005 Trails Plan to establish a network of trails with distinct names and a clear map that is readily 
available to the public.

a.	 All of the Trail Uses and Closures recommended in the 2005 Plan have been implemented.

b.	 All of the Trail Names and Termini have been adopted.

c.	 All of the allowed uses on the trails have been implemented.

OF THE 2005 MILL MOUNTAIN
TRAILS PLAN

A volunteer helps to install a sign on the newly completed Understory Trail in 2016
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Authority, Roanoke Parks and Recreation (specifically Urban Forestry), Stormwater Division and 
National Park Service had an opportunity to give input on the plan at a meeting on December 
16, 2019. This input is reflected in the corridor assessments chart found in Chapter 6. Common 
concerns included machine construction on steep slopes, preserving soils and big trees on the 
mountain, keeping public away from fenced off areas for infrastructure, and preserving tree canopy 
in the Scenic Protection Area of the Conservation Easement. In addition, these Experts reviewed 
proposals in the field and assisted with evaluation of road crossings and trail locations.

The details of these meetings and input forms are summarized on the next page, with all the 
comments received included in Appendix B. Final public input occurred through a program known 
as “Spark.” This web-based public input allowed for members of the public to view the timeline of 
the plan, see a draft map, review new construction priorities and maintenance priorities and provide 
additional feedback. Spark was marketed through our department’s Marketing Coordinator and 
available for public consumption for 11 days in January-February 2021.

Figure 4.1.A: Mill Mountain Trails and Greenway User Survey
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Figure 4.1.B: Compiled Lines and Comments from All Public Input Maps
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4.3.2 TRAIL STANDARDS AND USES

Current trail uses on Mill Mountain include mountain biking, hiking and horseback riding. The 
industry standards for sustainable trail development, design and management vary by the mode 
of travel. The International Mountain Bicycling Association (IMBA) provides standards for mountain 
biking trails, the United States Forest Service (USFS) addresses all three user groups, the Virginia 
Department of Transportation (VDOT) oversees standards used on paved greenways and trails, and 
the Appalachian Trail Conservancy (ATC) provides guidelines for hiking trails. Staff and task force 
members reviewed standards of these agencies as well as other local governments and the City to 
evaluate the existing and proposed trails and identify project processes and needs. 

The USFS has a very sophisticated system, documenting not only designed use of a trail but also 
“managed use,” meaning a trail can be designed primarily for mountain bikers, but also allow hiking 
and horse use as managed uses. While most of the current trails at Mill Mountain were designed 
for hiking, with a few designed for mountain biking, most are being managed for multi-use, as 
recommended in the 2005 Trails Plan (p.20). Preference for continuation of current allowed uses 
was echoed in public input for the 2021 Amendment, with one exception that many mountain bikers 
want bike-optimized and machine built trails specifically for mountain biking in some area of the 
park. 

4.3.3 SUSTAINABLE TRAIL DESIGN

Due to its proximity to Downtown Roanoke, high use from both citizens and visitors, and steep 
slopes, sustainability is key in the Mill Mountain greenway and trail system. The 2005 Plan references 
the need to protect the soils of the mountain through sustainable trail design.  Trails are a capital 
investment and need to be designed and built for longevity. 

The design guidelines of the USFS, outlined in Trail Construction and Maintenance Notebook, and 
IMBA, outlined in Trails Solutions, result in an experience that multiple user groups can enjoy with 
minimal maintenance for Parks and Recreation staff and volunteers. These design guidelines require 
extensive planning and include considerations such as the “Half Rule,” the “Ten Percent Average 
Grade Guideline,” “Maximum Sustainable Grade,” surface water control through “Grade Reversals,” 
and “Outslope.”

	= The Half Rule states that a “trail’s grade shouldn’t exceed half the grade of the hillside or 		
sideslope that the trail traverses” (IMBA, p.63). This prevents what is known as “fall line trail” 		
where water will choose to collect and run down the trail corridor rather than flowing across 		
the trail and continuing down the slope of the hill. 

	= The average trail grade, or “prevailing grade,” takes into account the user’s mode of travel 	 	
and ability and the “slope of the trail from one end to the other.” Steepness or grade 			 
helps determine how difficult a trail is to build and use, as well as how much work there is to 		
“keep it that way” (USFS, p. 7, IMBA, p. 64). A ten percent average grade guideline does not 		
mean that sections will not be under or over ten percent, depending on the terrain, but does 		
mean that consideration of the overall grade and efforts to keep that grade below ten percent 		
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Chapter Five     ASSESSMENT OF EXISTING TRAILS,        

5.1 METHODS FOR ASSESSING CONDITION OF EXISTING TRAILS

In Summer and Fall 2019, the Mill Mountain Trail Plan Task Force completed a Trail Condition 
Assessment of all current trails and Mill Mountain Greenway. For trails that were assessed in the 
2005 Plan, the Task Force completed a walk-through in teams, filling out a Trail Condition Form to 
document conditions, maintenance needs, and management issues. No grades or measurements 
were taken as that data already existed. The Condition Form was developed after research on 
other trail condition assessment forms and techniques, referencing several from municipalities in 
Arizona and Colorado that influenced the final version of the form used during this update. The form 
structure is shown below and was completed for Big Sunny, Star-Wood Thrush Connector, Crystal 
Spring, Monument, Ridgeline, Riser, Star, Watchtower, and Wood Thrush Trails and Mill Mountain 
Greenway. The trail condition issues were further rated by each member as to their severity, 
considering Safety, Environment, and User Experience. The results and priorities for maintenance 
are discussed in 5.4 Recommendations for Maintenance Priorities and Improvements.

CONDITIONS, NEEDS AND 

Task Force Members assessing Fern Park Trail, December 2019

RECOMMENDATIONS 
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5.2 METHOD FOR ASSESSMENT OF TRAILS BUILT SINCE 2005

For trails new to the system since the 2005 Plan, a full assessment was completed using the form 
developed for the 2005 Plan and the 2010 Carvins Cove Trail Plan. This form requires wheeling each 
trail, recording trail grades, sidehill grade, width, surface, and conditions. It allows computation of 
the percent of the trail which meets standards in terms of grade, width, and Half Rule. These items 
are described in detail in Section 4.3.3 for those readers who would like to learn more about trail 
construction and theory. This assessment was completed for Sidewinder, Understory, Fern Park, and 
Virginia Pine Loop. A sample form is shown below. 

Figure 5.1: Mill Mountain Trail Condition Form 

Figure 5.2: Mill Mountain Trail Assessment Form 

While completing these assessments, each team took pictures and updated GPS information 
if needed. The results of these assessments are discussed in Section 5.3 with data included in 
Appendix A. 





37

the climb and the other at the bottom near Sylvan) that have invasive species that need to be 
trimmed back twice a year.  This trail has the most potential for user conflict and injury due to 
hikers and dog walkers enjoying it while mountain bikers approach at high speeds downhilling 
it. 

6.	 Ridgeline: Ridgeline Trail connects the Mill Mountain Greenway and Discovery Center to 
Understory and Riser Trails as well as Yellow Mountain Road, SE and the Chestnut Ridge Trail 
system. Much of the trail is in good condition, but there are a few problem spots. The grassy 
area near the Discovery Center has trail braiding and often mud. There is a row of invasive 
species that need to be trimmed back twice a year near the top. There are some areas of 
erosion near the switchback that should also be monitored. The section of trail on National 
Park Service property is fall line and wide/braided. 

7.	 Riser: Riser provides a connection between Big Sunny and Ridgeline for trail users on the 
downtown side of the mountain. At this time, the only issues are that it tends to hold leaves in 
the fall and winter and some re-benching is needed near Ridgeline.

Task Force Members assessing Virginia Pine Trail, July 2019

8.	 Sidewinder: Sidewinder is one of the newer trails on Mill Mountain. Built in 2015, the tread 
overall is in good shape. There was a sizeable oak tree down on this trail when this Plan was 
started, but it was removed by City staff in December of 2019.

9.	 Star: The Star Trail is the most popular hiking trail at Mill Mountain. It was the first official built 
trail and gets more use than any other trail. Because of this, there are some issues with trail 
braiding, switchback cutting and poaching by bike riders. The intersection signage with Wood 
Thrush is good and the tread is in good shape as well. In the lower section from Wood Thrush 
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to JB Fishburn Parkway, there are several areas with metal trash, bricks, and other refuse 
sticking up into the trail tread. Approaching the intersection with JB Fishburn Parkway, the 
stairs on the lower end have been braided around by mountain bikers. The crosswalk as you 
hike across JB Fishburn Parkway has faded and should be repainted. The next stretch of trail 
from JB Fishburn to Monument has several sections with trail braiding around trees. From 
Monument to the top, there are several more sections of trail braiding, and some extensive 
switchback cutting. The switchbacks are very eroded and have large rocks in the tread. There 
is ample land to run the trail out farther and possibly eliminate the s-turn switchback section. 
In the last year, there has been a flagged social trail that keeps reappearing, crossing the Star 
Trail corridor multiple times. It has been removed by staff or volunteers three times and it 
keeps reappearing.

10.	Star-Wood Thrush Connector: The Star-Wood Thrush Connector was built to provide a trail 
parallel to the gravel road to the water tower, which is managed by the Western Virginia Water 
Authority (WVWA). At the time of the 2005 Trails Plan, trail users had to use the gravel road, 
which often has significant erosion issues. Staff works with the WVWA to address the issues on 
the road, which impact the entrance to the Riverland Road Trailhead. The Connector Trail has 
a few muddy spots and some debris emergent from the landfill, but its biggest issue is invasive 
species, including privet and kudzu. The alignment is good and preferred by trail users to the 
gravel road, but in the summer months extra maintenance of vegetation is required. 

11.	Understory: Understory Trail was built in 2015 and 2016 as a connector from Mill Mountain 
Greenway to Ridgeline Trail. It helps to create a top-of-the-mountain loop for hikers and a 
more advanced trail for mountain bikers. There is some re-benching needed where bikers 
were going around the more technical features, but overall the trail is in good shape. 

Task Force Members assessing Understory Trail, July 2019
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Mill 
Mountain 
Greenway

1. Repair the stone wall along Prospect Road, SE section.

2. Unblock and repair culverts along the Prospect Road, SE section.

3. Mill and repave.

4. Install crosswalks and curb cuts along Walnut from Hamilton Terrace, SE to Sylvan Road,    
SE.

5. Address erosion from Discovery Center Parking Area down towards Understory Trail.

6. Explore paving the top loop from the Star overlook to the parking lot past the Star Trail.

7. Repair guardrail along Prospect Road, SE section.

8. Cut back growth at Star overlook annually.

9. Address sediment on the trail tread near Rockledge overlook. 

10. Regularly schedule leaf removal from zoo entrance to Watchtower intersection.

11. Design and install wayfinding signage: “No vehicle access to Mill Mountain Star.”

12. Design and install wayfinding signage: “Greenway open to cars” on lower stretch.

13. Switchback bridge—evaluate mineral deposits, get inspection schedule from 
engineering.

14. Add animal proof trashcans along greenway in park.

15. Develop invasive species management plan and removal.

16. Add kiosks and wayfinding.

17. Add mile markers.

18. Replace current bollards to Parks and Recreation standard design.

19. Add art along the greenway.

20. Replace missing leash law signs.

Monument

1. Add water diverters on downhill sections.

2. Add a kiosk and animal proof trashcan at the top near the Big Bikes art (kiosk installed 
2020).

3. Develop invasive species management plan and removal.

4. Repair broken wayfinding signage.

5. Design and install better wayfinding signage from the Ridgeline/Riser 4 way to Monument 
trail.

Table 5.4, Continued: Recommendations for Maintenance Priorities and Improvements 
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Understory

1. Repair tread in technical trail areas to address braiding and rock removal.

2. Address gravel runoff issue near Ridgeline intersection from the zoo road above.

3. Improve benching at the x-ing with Mill Mountain Greenway, just beyond the powerline.

4. Add a small map at the intersection with the Mill Mountain Greenway.

5. Develop invasive species management plan and removal.

6. Deberm the tread near Ridgeline.

7. Install interpretive signs at the old incline site.

Virginia Pine

1. Add water diverters throughout.

2. Add a kiosk with map at Hartsook Boulevard, SE entrance.

3. Address stormwater runoff near Hartsook Boulevard, SE.

4. Add a new technical trail feature.

5. Address the social trail from the sub-division.

6. Add wayfinding from Virginia Pine to Garden City Greenway.

Watchtower

1. Address litter, trash and broken glass near the top of the trail.

2. Address erosion near the top of the trail—stairs or water diversion.

3. Address social trails from the Star overlook platform.

4. Add a small map at the intersection with Mill Mountain Greenway.

5. Improve connection to the Star Overlook.

Wood 
Thrush

1. Change all signs, maps, kiosks and language to reflect Wood Thrush extending all the way 
to Riverland Road Trailhead.

2. Address landfill items in tread surface on lower section.

3. Develop invasive species management plan and removal (removal started Fall 2020).

4. Address muddy areas in tread near the intersection with the Star trail, low crossings, and 
near the Blue Ridge Parkway Spur Road intersection.

5. Add grade reversals and water diverters throughout.

6. Address erosion on the steep slope near the intersection with Sidewinder. Explore a 
reroute of this area. 

7. Close social trails near the Water Tower.

8. Add a small map at the intersection with the Blue Ridge Parkway Spur Road.

9. Address the leaner and dead tree near the first low crossing.

Table 5.4, Continued: Recommendations for Maintenance Priorities and Improvements 
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6.2 FEASIBILITY AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Below are feasibility and recommendations for new trails and connections for Mill Mountain. All trails 
and connections suggested are multi-use and bi-directional unless noted otherwise. 

1.	 South Roanoke Neighborhood Connection: Jefferson Street, SW to Crystal Spring Trail: The Task 
Force members examining this corridor found it to be steeper than originally envisioned from 
looking at maps. This trail would need some switchbacks in the forested area and a sidewalk 
along Yellow Mountain Road SE to tie into Jefferson Street SW. The WVWA has requested some 
spacing from their retaining wall and fenced areas in the construction of this trail. Include this 
as a future corridor in the plan as a neighborhood connection for South Roanoke, recognizing 
it will be a steep connection. Staff will need to coordinate with WVWA for layout and easement 
for this corridor. Priority: 3

2.	 Crystal Spring to Big Sunny: This corridor proved to have steeper topography than originally 
thought. Team members examining this corridor felt a connection is possible, but there will be 
multiple switchbacks and hand built trail to accommodate sensitive soils and large trees is a 
must. Priority: 3

3.	 Mill Mountain Greenway near Toll Booth to Monument Trail: The Task Force members 
examining this trail found it more feasible than originally thought. There are numerous invasive 
plants and vines, but there is a well-graded old roadbed from the toll booth to a sewer man 
hole and then good sidehill grades to a connection on Monument. The recommendation is to 
include this corridor in the plan, but to hand build the trail due to sensitive forest structure in 
the area per the Urban Forestry Section in the Parks Division. Priority: 3

4.	 Star Trail Crossing of JB Fishburn Parkway to the Bottom of the Monument Trail: This corridor 
provides connectivity from the Wood Thrush Trail to Monument Trail with the reclassification 
of the Star Trail as multi-use on the lower end. It helps eliminate the need for users to be on 
JB Fishburn Parkway and expands loop options on the mountain. There is a good old road 
grade near road crossing through invasive species groves and large rock and scree fields as 
the corridor nears Monument. Due to the large trees in the area and a need to preserve a 
sensitive forest ecosystem, this corridor is hand build only per the Urban Forestry Section of 
Parks Division. Priority: 2

5.	 Alley Between Riverland Road, SE and Walnut Avenue, SE to Riverland Road Trailhead: Originally, 
this was proposed as two corridors with a connection to 9th Street, SE. However, upon 
examination, Task Force members suggest combining corridors 5 and 6 since there is not a 
feasible connection to 9th Street, SE at Riverland Road, SE. The connection at 9th Street, SE 
is not feasible due to steep grades and erosion issues from stormwater runoff in the area. 
The character of the feasible and proposed corridor includes constructing sidehill trail from 
the alley to the first switchback at Wood Thrush roughly paralleling Riverland Road, SE. The 
recommendation is to include in the plan with attention to homeless and stormwater concerns 
in the area. Priority: 2
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6.3 TRAILS PROPOSED BUT NOT ADOPTED INTO THE PLAN

Original Incline Corridor: The original incline was a tram with tracks and overhead wiring. The only 
remnants on the mountain of the original structure include concrete abutments near the Zoo 
and Understory Trail. There is no existing scarred land and there are now big trees in the original 
corridor. The hillside grades are very steep in this area of the mountain, over 50% in some places, 
and even the suggested staircase from public input would be difficult and expensive. There is 
significant existing erosion under the parallel power-line, which was considered as an alternate 
location by Task Force members who examined the corridor on foot. Any construction would be 
difficult at this grade due to runoff, sediment, and then subsequent maintenance. Either location 
would require AEP to modify an existing easement in that area, which is unlikely at this time. The 
Task Force recommendation is to not include this corridor in the plan at all.

13.	South Roanoke Neighborhood Connection: Fern Park to Big Sunny: Several residents in the 
South Roanoke Neighborhood asked specifically for this corridor to be examined and included 
in the plan. The current social trail is eroded, fall line, and in need of storm water mitigation. 
Task Force members met with the Transportation Division, reviewed the crossing of Yellow 
Mountain Road, SE, and deemed it appropriate. The Transportation Division is willing to sign 
the bike/pedestrian crossing, but not paint a crosswalk at the location due to sight lines for 
vehicle stopping. Wayfinding signage needs to be installed along Nottingham Road, SE and 
an access trail from Fern Park needs to be designed and built to Yellow Mountain Road, SE. 
Priority: 1

14.	Top to Bottom Trail Open to Mountain Bikes: This corridor was a proposal from Blue Ridge 
Off Road Cyclists for machine built switchbacks from the Star down the mountain towards 
Monument. Task Force members examined the corridor with several subject matter experts 
and concluded that corridor is not feasible due to unstable soils and the impact a machine 
would have on the trees in the Scenic Protection Area of the conservation easement. Other 
options for a top to bottom mountain bike only trail were explored. A start at the top could 
work with a hand built single track trail through the steeper area on a sidehill and then have 
the corridor head south on the mountain towards Monument. Staff and proposers need to 
review other alignments and work together to consider soils, trees, and sustainability. This area 
is on the map as a shaded area but not included in the plan as proposed by the public, but 
there is potential in the area with more work outside the scope of the Task Force. Priority: 2

15.	Blue Ridge Parkway Connection: Wood Thrush to Yellow Mountain Road, SE: This corridor is 
identified in Roanoke Valley Blue Ridge Parkway Management Plan 2015 as an opportunity 
to connect the Mill Mountain trail system to Yellow Mountain Road, SE. The sidehill grade 
and forest structure through here support a viable connection and the neighboring private 
property owner is supportive of the corridor. Priority: 1













57

7.2.5 SINGLE USE TRAILS AND TASK FORCE RECOMMENDATIONS

The Task Force for this Amendment does not recommend changes in use for existing trails, but 
does propose that some of the new trails could be single use. The Task Force members and Parks 
and Recreation staff feel that many of the above suggestions from public comment stem from the 
multi-use nature of the trail system and the fact that Mill Mountain is currently managed for three 
user groups—hikers, mountain bikers and equestrians. While there is not much equestrian use, 
the hikers and mountain bikers want their own single use trails to reduce conflict and want the 
other user group to “behave.” Many of the public comments around the above suggestions would 
significantly impact a user group--changing loops they are able to do, changing the character of 
the trail so much so that it would make it dangerous for other user groups, or environmentally 
impacting the land in a way that is not consistent with the mission of the City and Department or the 
conservation easement. The conflicts and perception that the other user groups need to “behave” 
is indication that the park needs to increase education on trail etiquette and expectations for users. 
(See Section 7.6 for recommendations.)

7.3 VOLUNTEER TRAIL MANAGEMENT PARTNERS, POLICIES, AND PROCEDURES 

Roanoke Parks and Recreation recognizes and encourages citizens and users that want to volunteer 
on the Mill Mountain Trails and Greenway. However, requests from citizens and users to do work 
or build a new trail need to align with the Mill Mountain Park Management Plan, other Council 
approved plans, City policies, and the desires of other trail users, citizens, department staff, and City 
leadership.

Figure 7.3: Volunteer Trail Work Release Form
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All volunteers must fill out the volunteer form on page 57 to participate in a workday. This includes 
all volunteers working with partner organizations. The Coordinator keeps all of the forms on file and 
manages a volunteer database for Human Resources and Trail Crew Leaders. Volunteers not part of 
Pathfinders or BROC interested in volunteering can come out to City run trail work days or contact 
the Coordinator and inquire about small projects or special projects. Groups are also invited to 
work on trails and greenways on Mill Mountain. Tasks such as trail building, trash cleanup, brushing 
back overgrowth and installing signage are great teambuilding projects. The Coordinator can setup 
a special workday for groups. All hours and volunteer release forms need to be turned into the 
Coordinator at the end of the workday or reported monthly on long term projects. 

Specialty power equipment such as chainsaws, mini-skid steers, mini-excavators, and brush 
blades require additional training. For chainsaw operation, volunteers need to attend an 8 hour 
approved chainsaw safety course, fill out the volunteer form, have a current first aid/CPR card, wear 
appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE), and get approval from the Coordinator before 
running a chainsaw to clear deadfall on the trail system. All chainsaw operators need to have a 
second person as a “swamper” to move cut wood and direct trail traffic. All hours for the sawyer and 
swamper as well as the area cleared need to be reported to the Coordinator. Volunteers interested 
in removing small deadfall with handsaws only need to fill out the volunteer form, wear the correct 
PPE, and notify the Coordinator of areas cleared and hours volunteered. Mini-skid steers and mini-
excavators require an in-house training put on by Parks and Recreation staff on machine safety 
and operation, as well as trail building techniques and issues when using a machine. Brush blades 
require a one hour in house training on safety, operation and PPE.

The Task Force for this Amendment recommends the City continue these partners, policies and 
procedures around volunteer trail management. 

7.4 NEW CONSTRUCTION POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 

This Amendment calls for several new trails and connections to be built. Procedures for doing so are 
outlined below and can be amended by Roanoke Parks and Recreation staff as necessary. 

1.	 The proposed Trail Crew Leader from the sponsoring volunteer organization flags a proposed 
trail alignment, fills out the New Park Project Proposal Form and submits the paperwork to the 
Coordinator. Only trails and connections identified in the 2021 Amendment will be considered. 
The project proposal should include a map identifying the trail location, a description of the 
proposed construction methods and resources needed, and a budget identifying sources of 
funding. 

Recognized trail building partners at the time of this plan are Pathfinders for Greenways and Blue 
Ridge Off-Road Cyclists (BROC). Both of these organizations are 501c3, non- profits, and have skilled 
volunteers with a passion and desire to work on trails and greenways in Roanoke. Both of these 
organizations can lead workdays with a trail crew leader approved by the Trails and Greenways 
Coordinator. If another self-insured organization is interested in becoming an official trail building 
partner, they can do so by reaching out to the Trails and Greenways Coordinator for forms, training, 
and procedures. 
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7.5 MAINTENANCE AND MONITORING

While no trail is maintenance-free, the Mill Mountain trails are the lowest maintenance trails in the 
Roanoke Parks and Recreation system. Part of this has to do with the rocky nature of the soil, quality 
construction, and dedicated staff and volunteers who do regular maintenance to prevent long term 
issues. 

Greenway Ambassadors regularly patrol the Mill Mountain Greenway, in addition to other greenways 
in the system. They send monthly reports to the Coordinator and do small tasks such as picking up 
trash and trimming back brush. Several trail volunteers also hike the Mill Mountain Trails monthly, 
taking care of small items like brushing back and trash collection, but also hand sawing dead and 
down trees, and doing small tread repair projects. These volunteers are a valuable tool to the City as 
they are the passionate citizen eyes and ears for the system and take care of much of the light and 
regular maintenance.

Most maintenance such as brushing back, deadfall removal and water diversion cleaning is done 
by volunteers. For more information on how to volunteer, please reference Section 7.3.  Staff take 
care of bigger maintenance items such as sign and gate repair, re-routes, invasive species removal 
and amenities. The Coordinator manages all maintenance, and requests are routed through this 
position. Citizens and trail users are encouraged to report issues by e-mail, phone or social media. 
For maintenance issues reported through public input for this plan and identified by the Task Force, 
reference Section 5.4.

The Task Force recommends that staff install trail use counters to better monitor numbers of 
users on Mill Mountain Trails and Greenway as consistent data is not available at this time. The Task 
Force also recommends that staff continue to use Greenway Ambassadors and trail volunteers to 
report out monthly issues on the facilities to the Coordinator. 

7.6 SIGNAGE, WAYFINDING, MARKING AND EDUCATION

Signage, wayfinding, education of trail users and trail markings are important components of a 
natural surface trail system to protect the resource and ensure a positive trail experience for trail 
users. 

Wayfinding on Crystal Spring Trail
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At the time of the Amendment, all trail intersections were signed with wooden wayfinding signs 
indicating the trail name and difficulty. Some signs, depending on location, also included the next 
connecting trail in the network. 

Due to the urban nature of the Mill Mountain trails and the high use they receive, trails are “blazed” 
with paint in 2” wide by 6” long markings on trees. These blazes help users to identify that they are 
on an official trail and the blaze colors are listed on the map to confirm a user’s location on the 
mountain.

Blazing on Riser Trail

Mill Mountain Greenway does not have mile markers or wayfinding in the area that is the scope 
of this Amendment, but the Task Force recommends both of these be added to improve user 
experience. 

Map kiosks currently exist at the Discovery Center, at the Star Overlook, and at the Riverland Road 
trailhead. These kiosks have a current map, basic trail yielding rules for multiple user groups, a 
thank you to volunteers for their help in maintaining the trails, and department contact information. 
Public input indicated a need for additional maps and kiosks throughout the system. The Task Force 
and staff suggested the following locations for kiosks: top of the Monument trail where it meets 
Mill Mountain Greenway and at the Hartsook entrance to Virginia Pine trail. Smaller maps were 
suggested at intersections throughout the trail system that can be added to wayfinding sign posts, 
be made of aluminum, and have a “You are Here” for additional information. 

PlayRoanoke.com is the Roanoke Parks and Recreation website. Since the 2005 Trails Plan, web-
based maps and web pages describing trails and greenways have grown in demand significantly. 
On PlayRoanoke.com, there is a page dedicated to the Mill Mountain Trails www.playroanoke.com/
parks-facilities/mill-mountain-park/ that provides a downloadable trail map, an interactive trail map, 
trail descriptions and information about other facilities at the park. Mill Mountain Greenway has its 
own page due to its linear nature from Downtown Roanoke to the Star. This page www.playroanoke.
com/mill-mountain-greenway/ is host to trailhead and parking locations, descriptions of different 
sections of the greenway and a downloadable map.

The Department’s Outdoor Recreation section leads many educational programs and clinics on Mill 
Mountain including but not limited to hiking and biking, backpacking, Leave No Trace education, 

Kiosk at Riverland Road Trailhead
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survival skills and Summer Camp. Those programs focus on Leave No Trace Ethics as well as trail 
and road etiquette depending on the discipline.

The Youth Development section operates the Discovery Center, located on top of Mill Mountain 
Park. The Discovery Center operates as an environmental educational center focusing on local flora 
and fauna, the history of Mill Mountain, and as a trail resource and welcome center for the park. The 
Naturalists employed therein are charged with leading environmental education programs for the 
community, including but not limited to, plant identification classes, GPS navigation, local birds and 
animals identification classes, Leave No Trace principles and STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Math) education.

The Task Force for this Amendment recommends:

	= Continue to sign intersections with wayfinding signs as new trails are constructed and new 
connections are made

	= Continue to blaze trails on Mill Mountain with 2”x 6” colored blazes that match the map lines. 

	= Add wayfinding signage and mile markers to Mill Mountain Greenway 

	= Maintain current kiosks with updated maps and add a kiosk at Hartsook Boulevard, SE on 
Virginia Pine. 

	= Design, produce and install smaller maps for “You are Here” locations at various intersections 
throughout the trail system

Figure 7.6: Mill Mountain Greenway Website Page Snapshot
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Tree Canopy and Invasive Species along Mill Mountain Greenway

	= Coordinate with utility companies to use mechanical, rather than chemical, maintenance 
techniques and improve communication between the utilities and Parks Division Staff.

	= Promote overall forest health and working in tandem with the Urban Forestry section of the 
Parks Division on projects on Mill Mountain to do so

7.10 PROHIBITED USES 

The 2005 Plan laid out several illegal uses on Mill Mountain Trails. While doing assessments, the Task 
Force and staff found some of these have been mitigated since the 2005 Plan, while others still need 
more efforts to fully solve. 

The 2005 Plan references “ATV and motor bike use, littering, dumping, and destruction of vegetation” 
(p. 23) as illegal activities. ATV and motor bike use have been curbed significantly since 2005. The 
addition of more trails in previously forested only areas has put more eyes on land previously 
used illegally in this manner. Problems with ATV use on the Garden City side of the mountain have 
been partially solved with adding a loop to Virginia Pine on an old road bed. Currently, the power 
line on the Garden City side of the park is the area that sees some ATV/motor bike traffic and 
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Trail Condition Form Date of 
Review 6/27/2019

Trail Name: Big Sunny Trail Length 0.73 mi.

Trail Termini: Mill Mountain Greenway to Robinhood Road Assessment 
Team Roger Holnback

Trail Junctions: Riser Trail Shub Gideon
Road Junctions: MMG and Robinhood

Scale
0= 
Good 
Condi-
tion

1= 
Limited 
Minor 
Repairs

2= Ex-
tensive 
Minor 
Repairs

3= 
Major 
Repairs 
Needed

4= Haz-
ardous 
Condi-
tions

Trail 
Tread

Trail 
Berms

Drain 
Dips; 
Wate-
bars

Social 
Trails

Brush-
ing & 
Haz-

ardous 
Plants

Trees
Trail 

Signs & 
Blazing

Steps, 
Bench-

es, 
Cross-

ings

Other 
Fea-
tures 

Other 
Fea-
tures 

Section 1: From Mill Mountain Greenway to Riser Trail - Overall 
Condition 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0

60-120’ kudzu encroachment and raspberry brambles under 
powerline
3211’ leaning tree fallen over trail, should remove
some light brushing needed elsewhere from typical summer 
growth

Section 2: From Riser Trail to Robinhood Road - Overall Condition 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Additional Notes and Issues
Provide Section and Location

Trail Condition Form Date of 
Review 7/10/2019

Trail Name: Connector Trail Trail Length 0.24 mi.

Trail Termini: Riverland Road Trailhead to Star Trail Assessment 
Team Renee Powers

Trail Junctions: none Kat Andrew
Road Junctions: none

Scale
0= 
Good 
Condi-
tion

1= 
Limited 
Minor 
Repairs

2= Ex-
tensive 
Minor 
Repairs

3= 
Major 
Repairs 
Needed

4= Haz-
ardous 
Condi-
tions

Trail 
Tread

Trail 
Berms

Drain 
Dips; 
Wate-
bars

Social 
Trails

Brush-
ing & 
Haz-

ardous 
Plants

Trees
Trail 

Signs & 
Blazing

Steps, 
Bench-

es, 
Cross-

ings

Other 
Fea-
tures 

Other 
Fea-
tures 

Section 1: Riverland Road TH to Star Trail - Overall Condition 1 1 1 0 4 0 3 0

Kudzu brush back needed at 0.05
Drainage issues, grade reversal needed cleaned at 0.2

Additional Notes and Issues
Provide Section and Location

Trail Condition Form Date of 
Review 6/27/2019

Trail Name: Crystal Spring Trail Trail Length 0.61 mi.

Trail Termini: Assessment 
Team Roger Holnback

Trail Junctions: none Shub Gideon
Road Junctions:

Scale
0= 
Good 
Condi-
tion

1= 
Limited 
Minor 
Repairs

2= Ex-
tensive 
Minor 
Repairs

3= 
Major 
Repairs 
Needed

4= Haz-
ardous 
Condi-
tions

Trail 
Tread

Trail 
Berms

Drain 
Dips; 
Wate-
bars

Social 
Trails

Brush-
ing & 
Haz-

ardous 
Plants

Trees
Trail 

Signs & 
Blazing

Steps, 
Bench-

es, 
Cross-

ings

Other 
Fea-
tures 

Other 
Fea-
tures 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3

gate is broken at Ivy St end

Additional Notes and Issues
Provide Section and Location
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Trail Condition Form Date of 
Review 7/16/2019

Trail Name: Woodthrush Trail Trail Length 1.90 mi.

Trail Termini: -
nector Trail Assessment Team Dick Clark

Trail Junctions: Sidewinder Trail, Virginia Pine Trail Liz Belcher
Road Junctions: BRP Spur

Scale
0= Good 
Condi-
tion

1= Limit-
ed Minor 
Repairs

2= Exten-
sive Minor 
Repairs

3= 
Major 
Repairs 
Needed

4= 
Haz-
ardous 
Condi-
tions

Trail 
Tread

Trail 
Berms

Drain Dips; 
Watebars

Social 
Trails

Brushing 
& Hazard-
ous Plants

Trees
Trail 

Signs & 
Blazing

Steps, 
Benches, 

Cross-
ings

Other 
Features 
- Bridge 

Other 
Features 

Section 1: BRP Spur Road to Virginia Pine Trail - Overall Condi-
tion 1 1 0 0 1 0 0 NA

There is a social trail connection to Morrison St
No sign at the BRP Spur Road Needed
0 - Regular trimming needed in the daylighted area 1
1-100’; some washing and roots 1
BRP culvert outfall - signs of water but no trail damage 0
From outfall to VA Pine, trail is quite wide
Old road connection to Yellow Mtn Road is less obvious than 
before.
Sign at intersection has woodpecker holes 1

Section 2: Virginia Pine Trail to Sidewinder Trail - Overall Condi-
tion 1 1 1 0 1 0 0 NA

Some mud spots 1
Kudzu starting in one daylighted spot 1
Big drain with stone wall 0
Next section - slight trenching 1
Two tree islands, where users have bypassed trail on other side 1
Close to Sidewinder, there is mudhole that needs deberming 1
Signs 0

-
all Condition 2 1 1 1 0 0 0 NA 0

Lots of leaves on inside of the old road bed - helps protect 
surface - OK
Drainage crossing 0
Uphill beyond crossing has some washing 1
Social trail to the right toward knoll (close to 1st bridge) 1

0-1
Tree island 1

diversion at top; 2 2

wate is caught

tires on alternate 1

bike line)
Tight turn near creek behind houses - trash in creek, mudhole 1 2 (ugly)
Private bridge on right near sewer manhole DK
Broken tree across trail 1
Drainage crossing at wet weather stream 0
Social trail to the right at +50’ from crossing 1
Trail rocky on the hill - big washing 2-3
Social trail at top of hill - has been blocked with tree but still 
evident 1

Social trails cutting the switchback 2
Social trails cutting the switchback 1
Mountain bike alternate trail line over big rock - ok 0
Sign at water tower 0
Gravel part to Star intersection - washed 3
Sign - needs replacing to change names 3

Additional Notes and Issues
Provide Section and Location

social trail
connection.
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Trail Assessment Form Date 11/4/2019

Trail Name: Fern Park Trail Length 0.58 Half rule 0.0% Exceeds 0.0%

Trail Start: Fern Park, at the sign on right; oak tree on left -
tractions leash” area for dog walkers, 

Trail End: Chestnut Ridge Trail near Yellow Mtn Rd connects to Mill Mtn trails and Chestnut Ridge
Trail Junctions: none, but several old side roads Sum of Grades

0-5% 0.0% Sum of Surface Sum of Width
6-10 0.0% Grass 0.0% < 2 ft 0.0%

Assessment Team Dick Clark, James Revercomb, Liz Belcher 11-15 0.0% Gravel 2-4 ft. 0.0%
Bob Simpson 16-20 0.0% Cinder 4.1-8 ft. 0.0%

21-30 Hard soil 0.0% 8.1-12 ft
>30% Soft soil >12 ft.

Station 
(ft)

Tread 
Width 

(in)

Tread 
X-slope     
-%=in 

+%=out

Hillside 
Slope % Surface Grade 

(+%)
Feat. 
No.

Feat. 

Station View
Cond. 

1=Good 
5=Bad

Feature Type, Materials, Description, Details, Needs

0 1 0 V 3 Trail Sign about Plant ID - trail map on sign is not accu-
rate

108 36 12.7 20 Natural 10 2 108 V 3 Tree ID Sign
154 36 9.6 34 Natural 13 3 V 3 Tree ID Sign
267 36 10.1 38 Natural 8 4 V 3 Tree ID Sign

306 36 12.5 38 Natural 8 5 542 T 1 Trail to right to gravel road at Wilton - slightly overgrown; 
trenched

489 30 8.4 57 Natural 8 6 V 3 Tree ID Sign

542 30 0.4 60 Natural 11 7 754 T 2 Road to left (10’ wide) joins and becomes the trail; road 
overgrown

651 36 12.0 36 Natural 11 8 844 T 3
730 30 3.4 37 Natural 4 9 844 V 3 Tree ID Sign
754 30 -1.9 45 Natural -5
844 36 0.2 -8 Natural 15
894 36 1.0 -7 Natural 15 894 Road berm
945 30 9.0 9 Natural 5
969 24 9.2 40 Natural -5 10 969+ V 3 Tree ID Sign
1060 30 10.6 42 Natural 7
1083 24 3.2 46 Natural 4
1191 24 3.5 46 Natural 5 V 4 Tree ID Sign
1345 30 0.5 37 Natural 3 11 1345 V 4 Tree ID Sign (Whie Pine)
1556 30 5.8 40 Natural 5 12 1345+ V 3 “Invasive Man” has cut vines (input from a User)

1587 30 5.8 26 Natural -7 13 1345-
1556 V Roadbed visibile above

1681 30 6.9 23 Natural 4 14 1345-
1556 V 2 Tree ID - has its lid

1715 36 0.1 76 Natural -2 15 1675 2 Tree ID on left
1798 36 1.4 13 Natural -2 16 1798 V Old house site on right
1868 24 1.1 2 Natural -5 17 1798+ V 2 Tree ID - on right, has its lid
1964 36 0.4 7 Grassy -1 18 1870 T 3 Powerline ROW - grassy, weeds
2023 36 0.3 8 Natural -1 19 2069+ V 2 Two Tree ID signs
2069 42 3.8 22 Natural 11 20 2302 V 3 Tree ID sign
2169 30 7.4 34 Natural 7 21 2418 V 2 Tree ID Sign
2206 30 7.1 34 Natural -3 22 2485 2 Powerline ROW
2302 42 11.3 37 Natural 7 23 2664 Swale
2357 36 1.7 40 Natural -3 24 2664+ v 2 Tree ID on left

2418 36 3.8 30 Natural 5 25 2811-
2839 T 2 Climbing turn

2463 36 6.8 30 Natural 3 26 2985 V 2 Tree ID Sign
2538 36 0.9 35 Natural -6 27 3043 V 2 Big sign with tree ID photos
2611 36 5.1 30 Natural -6 28 3050 V 5 Metal sign post on the ground needs removal

2664 36 2.0 20 Natural -2 29 3038-
3053 T Rocks lining trail edge

2756 24 4.5 35 Natural 9 30 3053 T Chestnut Ridge trail intersection; Fern Park terminus
2811 36 -0.7 25 Natural 11
2839 72 4.7 6 Natural 20
2921 30 5.2 24 Natural 6
2985 30 5.8 23 Natural -1
3053 48 3.3 24 Natural 7
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2102 60 11.6 20 Dirt 6 68 2102 T 1 bottom of rocky turn
2140 60 -3 23 Dirt 4 69 2140 T 1
2188 72 20.8 8 Dirt 21 70 2188 T 2 top of switchback
2215 60 -6.8 16 Dirt 11 71 2215 T 1 apex of switchback
2238 48 3.5 1.5 Dirt 23 72 2238 T 1 sandy bottom of switchback
2303 48 15.3 21 Dirt 2 73 2303 T 1
2355 36 8.9 11 Dirt 2 74 2355 T 1 slight dip, at tree with blaze on right
2374 48 6.7 10 Dirt 5 75 2374 T 1 slight dip, sandy and rocky
2395 48 5.5 11 Dirt 5 76 2395 T 2 leaning dead tree between two trees on right
2424 72 2.7 8 Dirt 9 77 2424 T 2 top of S turn, some braiding in past
2454 48 -1.8 13 Dirt 12 78 2454 T 2 top of downhill S curve, fall line
2483 48 3.3 5 Dirt 10 79 2483 T 2 middle of S curve
2501 48 4.4 5 Dirt 10 80 2501 T 2 S curve at blaze
2528 48 1.7 10 Dirt 10 81 2528 T 2 rocky, toward bottom of S Curve with small stump
2547 48 1.6 8 Dirt 13 82 2547 T 1 at root and down tree on right
2572 60 0.8 10 Dirt 5 83 2572 T 1 sandy section next to down log before switchback

2615 48 7.9 6 Sand 12 84 2615 T 1 sandy apex of switchback

2630 48 1.6 14 Dirt 1 85 2630 T 1 exit curve of switchback
2673 48 0.1 16 Dirt 0 86 2673 T 2 soft dirt section after switchback
2703 48 4.1 16 Dirt 12 87 2703 T 1 rooty rise
2728 36 7.6 13 Dirt 12 88 2728 T 1 small rock rise at blaze
2743 36 5.1 9 Dirt 10 89 2743 T 1 small dip
2767 48 3.2 4 Dirt 9 90 2767 T 1 rocky section small curve before big turn
2803 36 -1.4 14 Dirt 7 91 2803 T 1 rocky turn
2834 48 4.8 12 Dirt 10 92 2834 T 1 blaze tree, rocky downslope
2864 36 14.2 24 Dirt 8 93 2864 T 3 rebench section
2894 72 17.5 27 Dirt 0 94 2894 T 3 rebench section
2949 36 19.7 25 Dirt 2.5 95 2949 T 1
2965 48 13.3 27 Dirt 2 96 2965 T 2
2983 48 16.2 20 Dirt 9 97 2983 T 1 soft, sandy soil
3008 48 9.8 24 Dirt 0 98 3008 T 1
3030 48 8.3 21 Dirt 10 99 3030 T 1 bottom of smalll turn
3079 48 11.3 29 Dirt 2 100 3079 T 1 winding turn
3110 48 10.7 32 Dirt 10 101 3110 T 1 winding turn
3156 48 13.3 26 Dirt 13 102 3156 T 1 rise before drop into Woodthrush intersection
3172 Woodthrush Intersection
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2615 48 43 0 43 0
2630 48 Dirt 15 0 15 0
2673 48 Dirt 43 0 43 0
2703 48 Dirt 30 0 30 0
2728 36 Dirt 25 0 25 0
2743 36 Dirt 15 0 15 0
2767 48 Dirt 24 0 24 0
2803 36 Dirt 36 0 36 0
2834 48 Dirt 31 0 31 0
2864 36 Dirt 30 0 30 0
2894 72 Dirt 30 0 30 0
2949 36 Dirt 55 0 55 0
2965 48 Dirt 16 0 16 0
2983 48 Dirt 18 0 18 0
3008 48 Dirt 25 0 25 0
3030 48 Dirt 22 0 22 0
3079 48 Dirt 49 0 49 0
3110 48 Dirt 31 0 31 0
3156 48 Dirt 46 0 46 0
3172 16 0 16 0

3172 0 2362 780
0.0% 74.5% 24.6%
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Trail Assessment Form Date 8/9/2019

Trail Name: Virginia Pine Loop Trail Length 0.39 Half 
rule 18% 82%

Trail Start: Virginia Pine, nearer to Wood Thrush -
tractions Close to neighborhood, Downhill run for bikes

Trail End: Virginia Pine, near Hartsook
Trail Junctions: Virginia Pine - this is the lollipop of the loop Sum of Grades

0-5% 65.8% Sum of Surface Sum of Width
6-10 32.5% Wood < 2 ft

Assessment 
Team Dick Clark, Liz Belcher, Renee Powers 11-15 1.7% Gravel 2-4 ft. 100.0%

Bob Simpson 16-20 0.0% Cinder 4.1-8 ft.

21-30 0.0% Hard 
soil 92.2% 8.1-12 

ft

>30% 0.0% Soft 
soil 7.8% >12 ft.

Station 
(ft)

Tread 
Width 

(in)

Tread 
X-slope     
-%=in 

+%=out

Hillside 
Slope 

%
Surface Grade 

(+%)
Feat. 
No.

Feat. 
Station View

Cond. 
1=Good 
5=Bad

Feature Type, Materials, Description, Details, Needs

0 1 0 T 1 Start of triangle leg at top of switchback on VA Pine Loop, 
headed down

38 24 10.4 12 Pine 
needles -4 2 85 T 1 End of triangle leg at VA Pine, sign there. Trail shows less 

use.

85 24 17.3 20 Pine 
needles -6

0 1 0 T 1 Start of VA Pine loop, at VA Pine, with climbing turn
23 36 1.7 10 Dirt 4 2 15 T Rocks retaining the curve
39 36 9.2 1 Dirt 13 3 23 V Sign for the intersection
54 36 1.8 16 Dirt 8 4 30 V Rocks around tree
80 24 4.9 8 Dirt 7 5 23-39 T 2 Climbing turn
99 36 4.8 2 Dirt 12 6 39 T 1 Intersection with triangle leg (above)
133 30 4.0 15 Dirt 4 7 80 T Climbing turn 80-99

169 30 0.7 18 Pine 
needles 7 8 169 V Old road bed landing

191 24 0.5 -3 Pine 
needles -3

211 24 0.5 0 Dirt 0
232 30 1.7 0 Dirt -4
256 30 5.3 1 Dirt -3
284 36 0.2 3 Dirt -5
333 36 -5.2 -2 Dirt -7 9 333 V Old roadbed berms, water diverters
417 36 0.2 2 Dirt -8 10 417 V 1 VA Pine Trail below you
466 36 1.4 5 Dirt -5 11 460 V 2 Standing dead tree
521 48 1.2 1 Dirt -4
564 36 0.1 1 Dirt -3
590 36 3.0 1 Dirt -5
666 36 1.3 3 Dirt -7
692 36 1.0 1 Dirt -5
763 24 3.1 0 Dirt -7
811 36 0.8 0 Dirt -6
836 30 0.9 2 Dirt -6
873 24 3.5 0 Dirt -7
904 30 0.9 0 Dirt -3 12 904 V 3 Big ravine to the right alongside old road bed
934 24 0.2 1 Sand -1 13 904 V 2 Hornets nest
971 36 1.4 2 Sand 0
1029 36 0.3 13 Sand -1
1065 30 1.4 0 Sand 0 14 1065 V 2 Social trail up the hill to subdivision
1087 24 5.7 0 Dirt -1
1117 30 3.2 0 Dirt -1
1146 24 1.8 0 Dirt -2
1172 24 2.1 0 Dirt -3
1198 36 0.5 0 Dirt -2
1232 30 3.3 0 Dirt -3 15 1232 V 3 Road washed out
1259 24 1.3 0 Dirt -3
1316 24 2.3 0 Dirt -4
1362 24 3.2 0 Dirt -4
1392 24 2.0 0 Dirt -4
1417 24 0.4 0 Dirt -3
1451 24 3.5 0 Dirt -4 16 1451 T 2-3 Some washing of trail
1488 24 7.0 6 Dirt -4 17 1488 T Drain comes into trail
1516 36 2.6 7 Dirt -2
1591 30 2 5 Dirt -4 18 1550 T Cross drain across trail
1637 24 5.3 0 Dirt -4
1685 30 0.1 0 Dirt -5
1727 30 1.8 6 Dirt -4
1753 24 2 0 Dirt -5
1820 30 -5.2 0 Dirt -4 19 1930 V 4 Ravine to right
1930 36 9.7 5 Dirt -8 20 1950 V
1976 48 6.9 5 Dirt -8 21 1976 T VA Pine Trail at the bridge
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5/29/2019
Online 
submission 
form

Carlo Dy carlomcdy@gmail.com

More mountain bike able trails varying in physical intensity as well as technical diffi-
culty. It would be nice to see more trails that go across the mountain instead of just 
up or down it to allow for riders of a lower physical ability be opportunity to enjoy the 
trails. Also, on the other side, I have started to see an increase of advance level riders 
looking for more technical difficulty in some of the trails. So ideally we create trails on 
both ends of the spectrum. But with that, it would be nice to see some of the trails 
built a touch wider to allow for differing line options, so if a rider is not comfortable 
with handling a tricky section, there may be an alternate easier line beside it so they’re 
not entirely required to ride it. Having options like that make a trail more welcoming 
to all rider skill levels. A flat skill section would be nice to see, I’ve noticed that there’s 
a slightly level area to the left of sidewinder trail. Where you can incorporate skill 
building features like drops of varying size, log skinnies or various heights and lengths, 
berms, etc. a place to hone in skills that doesn’t require you to ride down 300ft of 
elevation. I’d also like to see more hiker trail options. Give hikers more trails too, so 
they’re more inclined to use them and balance out the trail usage on the mountain.

5/29/2019
Online 
submission 
form

Jim Mullens jim@bundygroup.com
I’d love to see the following: 1) Connection between Crystal Spring trail and Big Sunny. 
2) Parallel trail for bikes along the Star Trail, lower and upper. 3) Staired trail up the 
old trolley line. 

5/29/2019
Online 
submission 
form

Travis Hey-
stek travis.heystek@gmail.com

Mill Mountain is a wonderful trail system. In my 4 1/2 years in Roanoke I tried to ride 
it at least 2-3 times a week. The biggest improvement I always hoped for was a more 
“flow trail” inspired route with more advanced features (jumps, berms, tables, man 
made features, natural drops, etc.). Some other things that would be awesome was 
a more advanced DH style route, opening the star-trail to bikes, and incorporating 
some sort of lift/shuttle system. The trails are already well marked and easily accessi-
ble as the current trails are great. I was somewhat disappointed when understory was 
not more aggressive.

5/29/2019
Online 
submission 
form

Chris Heslin Cmheslin@gmail.com
I would love to see more mountain bike specific trails on Mill Mountain, even direction 
specific. There are plans I’ve seen suggesting both wood thrush and Star trail alterna-
tives to reduce use/poaching of those trails.

5/29/2019
Online 
submission 
form

Ian Bongard ianb199@gmail.com 
Id like to see more connecting trails and a more progressive movement towards trails. 
A specific downhill trail would be an amazing draw to the area considering the prox-
imity to downtown.

5/30/2019
Online 
submission 
form

Caroline 
Boughton Vboughton@aol.com A few covered rest spots with picnic tables, at least benches and trash cans. Maybe 

somewhere to take shelter for surprise storms.

5/30/2019
Online 
submission 
form

Johnathan 
McCoy

mccoy.jonathan17@gmail.
com

Please make every effort to ensure that traditional hikers aren’t being neglected in 
favor of mountain biking. As more mountain bikers come to the area and use trails 
that are meant for hiking it crowds hikers out and makes hiking no longer enjoyable. 
Please find a balance for both uses, even if it means segregating the trails by use.

5/30/2019
Online 
submission 
form

Kathleen Fort distractedk@gmail.com
Suggestion: Curb cut on Garden City Greenway at across from Hartsook (for easy 
wheel access - bike, stroller, etc) and marked pedestrian crossing over Garden City 
Boulevard along with signage indicating access of Mill Mountain Virginia Pine Trail-
head at the deadend of Hartsook as connection between Greenway and MM Trails.

5/30/2019
Online 
submission 
form

Hank Ebert Hankbike1974@comcast.net

I would like to see a trail built that would suit beginner and older riders. When I rode 
(Monument Trail I seem to recall) I was unpleasantly surprised how narrow and rocky 
it was and how dangerous it was if you steered off the path. So, if you create new 
trails, I’d hope you take into consideration beginner riders as you plan the route. 
Thank you!

5/30/2019
Online 
submission 
form

George 
Mathews Amathews0819@gmail.com I would just suggest to add some educational placards on some trees for identifica-

tion. I love the mountain identifier also so make sure to keep that! 

5/30/2019
Online 
submission 
form

Christopher 
Runyon runyoncm@gmail.com

I would like to see fun technical trail features littered onto some of the different trails 
with opt-out options for non-technical riders. I’d like to see more trails (of course) with 
new longer intermediate/advance descent with fun flow sections maybe rolldown to 
rollups connected with flat cornering/banks like a rollercoaster. Just enough take the 
momentum into the rolldown and up. I think riders want something that makes me 
want to hold onto their handlebars. Call it White Knucklin’ or Knuck Norris! I’d love to 
see wooden berms and boardwalks to mix up the scenery and terrain. Rock gardens 
in VA are great but it would be nice to change it up a little. Adding wooden low board-
walk to drop would allow the rider to decide how much they want to boost into an 
open downhill area. Essentially I’d like to see splashes of small sections of Gravity Log-
ic style features on a shoestring budget you might see that Bryce Mountain, Keystone, 
& Winter Park with rhythm roller sections and berms. Ryan Locher did a great job at 
Bryce and now they host fun events year-round. I know feature and trail maintenance 
would be something to think about along with rider education and safety. Love to see 
a whole campaign around that as well. If you could find natural rock coasters/drops 
and intertwine a trail near that would be a nice change of terrain. Something to look 
forward to after the fun climb and not always to head out of town to Carvins Cove. 
Chestnut Ridge needs to be open to mountain bikers, not just bootlegging it at night 
or early morning before hikers hit the trail. Garden City needs paved biking shoulder 
would be nice from nearby neighborhood access with signage. Nothing like uneducat-
ed residents taking off your arms because they don’t want to share the road.

5/30/2019
Online 
submission 
form

Stuart La-
Manna Nwgreenguy@hotmail.com

Progressive mountain bike trails! We need to expand the trails on Mill Mountain to 
include mountain bike specific trails. These types of trails should be one directional 
trails. New trails on Mill Mountain would ease the congestion and over use of existing 
trails.

5/30/2019
Online 
submission 
form

Wil Cleave-
land wccleaveland@gmail.com

My #1 request would be more modern, expert-built trails with lots of fun features. I 
recently visited Asheville and rode a place called Kolo Bike Park. I think places like this 
are a great example of where Mill Mountain could go... lots of short, flowy, super well 
thought out trails that make maximum use of the space available. What I don’t want to 
see is more trails for the sake of trails...I think the key is to have people involved who 
really know what they’re doing, then use volunteer help to execute. I’m no trail builder, 
but would be happy to help build something I know has serious expertise behind it. 
I’m sure there are tons of people like me too. As a side note, it would be incredible 
to build trails that make more loop options possible without having to cross over 
the mountain to both sides. Mill Mountain could easily match Carvin’s Cove if it had 
more trail - and it has the added benefit of draining AMAZINGLY well, so you can ride 
it pretty much any time. Let’s make it even more awesome! Thank you so much for 
everything you guys do!

5/31/2019
Online 
submission 
form

Steve Powers fishdoc.powers@gmail.com 

I ride Mill Mountain about 12 times per year. At least a couple of times each year I find 
myself in/near downtown Roanoke with time to ride a bike. The rest of those rides are 
almost always due to wet conditions at Carvins Cove and National Forest trails. The 
trails at Mill Mountain are remarkably resilient in wet weather and are truly an excep-
tional resource when other trails in the area should not be ridden. They are also truly 
unique as nowhere else I have ever been has such high quality trails literally in a city 
the size of Roanoke. As much as I love the other trails in the Roanoke area, the trails 
at Mill Mountain are a unique asset for our area.

The recent additions of Sidewinder and Understory and the addition to Virginia Pine 
trails have been a huge improvement at Mill Mountain. Not only to those trails add 
more miles to the trail system, but they also allow for a great loop from Riverland 
Road trailhead with minimal repeat. Before the addition of those trails, mountain bik-
ers were forced to ride some trails as an out & back, or connect more with roads, or 
poach hiker only or social trails. Now there is a very enjoyable roughly 12 mile lollipop 
from Riverland Road with Woodthrush as the only repeated trail.
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Date Media Platform User Name E-mail Feedback/Comments

9/9/2019 Public Input from RWH 
Neighborhood Kathy Hill sksbs7@cox.net Very useful healthy for residents and enjoyable for everyone to get 

outside

Pedestrian crossings at Walnut and crosswalks or flashing lights. Also 
cut back the growth at Mill Mountain Overlook

9/9/2019 Mapping activity

Visit the Star, drive. Overgrowth at Star overlook. Bike concerns near 
Monument, Mill Mountain Greenway, Walnut, Sylvan, alleys. More Mutt 
Mitt stations maybe near Big Sunny? Trash can on Mill Mountain Gre-
enway. Signage/lights at Walnut near Blue Cow/Piedmont for Bike/Ped 
traffic. Speeding issues on Walnut. Bicycle etiquette in bike lane on JB 
Fishburn (riding two abreast rather than in lane)

9/9/2019 Mapping activity (from 
map)

Visit Star/walk Roanoke River Greenway/drive. Need a picnic pavilion 
at Piedmont Park. No bikes in alley between Walnut and Camilla, No 
parking on Sylvan or Walnut, No bikes on front (downtown side) of Mill 
Mountain or Sylvan. 

Date Media Platform User Name E-mail Feedback/Comments

9/11/2019 Public Input at MMAB 
meeting Sissy kegley sissy.kegley@mac.com

So many options; well used; especially how much attention and over-
sight is dedicated by the City all conducted in an open and inclusive 
process

More information available to users as in kiosks and wayfinding signage. 

9/11/2019 Public Input at MMAB 
meeting Matt Bullington mattbullington@cox.net Variety, connections, very accessible to Downtown

A connector trail from Monument/Star Trail 4 way down to Woodthrush 
and/or Sidewinder trail

9/11/2019 Public Input at MMAB 
meeting David Perry dperry@brlc.org Lots of options--it’s come a long way in 20 years

Greater accessibility to the medical district. Biggest growth area in the 
City. Lots of young people

9/11/2019 Mapping Activity
New trails needed for connectivity/homeless activity/good topography. 
More parking at Riverland Road/Star Trail. Need connectivity/direct to 
Rivers Edge South/Carilion. More kiosks, maybe wayfinding. 

9/11/2019 mapping Activity (from 
map itself)

hike, drive, mainly hiking and running. More parking. Better connectiv-
ity with Medical District, wayfinding--something smaller than a kiosk? 
Signage at trails to catch eye, more kiosks. 

Date Media Platform User Name E-mail Feedback/Comments

10/23/2019 Public Input at SR Neigh Marianne Gandee none Lots of variety

More parking with signage and better connectivity. Better access to 
amenities. People do not know what is available for free

10/23/2019 Public Input at SR Neigh Rebecca Perdue anv127@yahoo.com Everything

Control bicycle speeds!! And driving habits!! Keep pedestrians and 
joggers off Wiley Drive vehicle lane. Better enforcement that is official. 
Volunteers do nothing but walk and talk. 

10/23/2019 Public Input at SR Neigh Ryan Fedak ryanfedak@hotmail.com
It’s so wonderful to be able to walk, ride, or run from much of the City 
to many miles of trail. Great to be able to get kids out into the woods. 
Wonderful variety of trails. 

Add some bike specific trails, add more trail, work with feds to open 
Chestnut Ridge

10/23/2019 Mapping Activity

Most people visit, walk to Fern Park. Drive via Walnut. Drainage to Fern 
Park. Morrison Street and Yellow Mountain can have parking issues 
(per citizen that lives there). Need larger parking for Star Trail. Have 
group hikes. Need trail access into new Carilion project. Would like to 
see: Chestnut Ridge open to bikes, beginner friendly (add more), con-
nectos between trails, Connection from Riverland Road to Star. 

10/23/2019 Mapping Activity (from 
map)

Signed parking on Yellow Mountain near Ridgeline. Enlarge paring at 
Riverland Road. Sidewinder to Woodthrush Connection. Make one hour 
loops. Several new trail lines. Open Chestnut Ridge to Bikes, Additional 
trails at Yellow Mountain Park, flow trail, pumptrack, “beginner friendly” 
trails (kids), more connections and loop options, crosing to greenway 
from Riverland Road. Provide access to Morningside near 9th Street. 
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Date Media Platform User Name E-mail Feedback/Comments

11/12/2019 Public Input SEAF Kevin Berry kevindberry86@gmail.com Accessibility, beauty/upkeep

Lighting, road access

11/12/2019 Public Input SEAF Cindy Pasternak littletomgirlfarm@gmail.
com They are well kept and marked

More safety features, solar lighting on the greenway. More art along the green-
way

11/12/2019 Public Input SEAF Roy Bedwell none It’s in the Blue Ridge Mountains

Sidewalk or pathway from 9th Street to Star trail lot

11/12/2019 Public Input SEAF Toby Giles tobyg601@gmail.com The closeness to the river and the access for dog walking/running

Rails to block from going onto others properties

11/12/2019 Public Input SEAF Sean Adkins sean.adkins@roanokeva.
gov

One of the better kept public trailway/greenways in the area and Appalachian 
Trail overall. Oh, and Renee is awesome!

If I had to pick--more dog waste stations

11/12/2019 Public Input SEAF Hannah Adkins hannah@uwrv.org Quick, safe access around City for walkers/bikers and safe, designated spot for 
exercise

More bike repair spots

11/12/2019 Public Input SEAF Joshua Ijames joshuaijames@gmail.com Didn’t know they really existed. I will explore!

Information/signs to get to trailheads

11/12/2019 Public input SEAF Karen McNally mcknak@cox.net Love the easy access and opportunity to explore the City!

11/12/2019 Public Input SEAF Taylor Stone taylorsellsroanoke@yahoo.
com Economic engine for Roanoke

Safe places to park. Too many cars getting broken into. 

11/12/2019 Public Input SEAF Spence Robert-
son spendoc789@gmail.com Access from 9th Street to Star trail

11/12/2019 Public Input SEAF Melissa Crigger nhtnurse@gmail.com It allows more exploration of Mill Mountain. Star trail provides additional access 
to Star. 

More advertisement of trails near the Garden City area. Was unaware of Virg-
nia Pine trail. More access from 9th Street to Star trail. More wayfinding from 
Fern Park to Big Sunny. 

11/12/2019 Public Input SEAF none none Better access down 9th Street to Star Trail/bike lanes. Signs from greenway to 
trailheads

11/12/2019 Public Input SEAF Steve Steffeh(?) ssteffeh@gmail.com
I don’t use it a ton and normally hike/bike to downtown. But if there was a 
more comfortable route from Elm/Bullitt to Star trail via 9th Street that would 
help. Solar lighting on the greenway. 

Maybe some signage from town to trail for wayfinding. 

11/12/2019 Mapping Activity
Biking/hiking access via 9th Street. Connect Star Trail with Woodthrush. Way-
finding Garden City to Hartsook BLVD. Signage Fern Park to Big Sunny. Need 
sidewalk from 9th Street to Riverland Road TH. Information/signs how to walk/
drive/arrive at to trailheads for visitors/newcomers. Parking off Sylvan Road. 

11/12/2019 Mapping Activity 
(from map)

Sidewalk/greenway 9th Street to Mill, wayfinding Hartsook to GCG, Fern to Big 
Sunny wayfinding and trail fix, 
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Date Media 
Platform User Name E-mail Feedback/Comments

11/19/2019
MMDC 
Public 
Input 

Martin Piedl mpiedl@gmail.
com How close and convenient to City, Trails in good shape mostly, drains well in wet weather

Maybe add another trail or two on the Woodthrush side, Allow bikes on Star, Maybe some more 
advanced trails

11/19/2019
MMDC 
Public 
Input

Devin Johnson
devinkathleen-
johnson@gmail.
com

Accessible to residential, builds our community and relationships as athletes and commuters, 
essential to our community

Improved signage and wayfinding, add kiosk map at the big bikes, add QR codes for link to 
map pdfs (stickers would be easy), remove bike restrictions from Star and Watchtower, Formal 
wayfinding from Fern to Big Sunny, or up Chestnut or both, add any connector for Crystal Creek, 
remove “false” parking signs on maps--misleading (from tourism management side) i.e. Star trail 
parking and big bike parking, see map on back of survey*

11/19/2019
MMDC 
Public 
Input

David Tomp-
kins

dmt1273@gmail.
com

In town wilderness/backcountry feel, easy non vehicle (car) required access from town, connec-
tivity to further trail systems and part of a larger multi-system concept with Chestnut Ridge loop 
and Explore Park and BRPKY Horse trail, Historic presence with old road, archway, and rockledge, 
parks, playgrounds, picnic shelter, zoo, wildflower garden, natural surface, multi-use trail system

Additional loop trails off of Woodthrush, Forest Mangement plan ensuring healthy forests allow-
ing for recreation, Garden City Access parking area-trail head at Virginia Pine?

11/19/2019
MMDC 
Public 
Input

Bobby Payne rtbob2000@veri-
zon.net A lot! Convenience, easy to get to, good ride after heavy rain, view at top, bike stations

More black diamond trails for MTB riders, MTB specific trails, more miles, double black diamond 
trails, muddy area on woodthrush that never seems to dry up

11/19/2019
MMDC 
Public 
Input

Kristine Mc-
Cormick

kristine@gijcre-
ative.com

That Mill Mountain Trails are greenway accessible so I don’t have to drive. The feeling of seclusion 
in a mountain setting minutes from my front door. 

Connectivity for MTB so less time on the road. Star alternative trail. More trails off of Woodthrush. 
Downhill bike specific trail. Utilize old utility road that goes up the mountain from Riverland Road 
near the 9th Street bridge. Trails that go up the mountain from Crystal Springs trail. Signage from 
Fern Park to Big Sunny through the neighborhood. 

11/19/2019
MMDC 
Public 
Input

Matt Moore matthewconnor-
moore@gmail.com

It’s proximity to the City and ease of access. It’s popularity with local riders and runners. The rocky 
and technical nature of the trails, rather than being purely “flow.” The signage is attractive and 
helpful. The connectivity and ability to access the trails from a variety of points. 

Open all trails to MTB (the Star trail in particular).  Build a trail up the incline/powerline

11/19/2019
MMDC 
Public 
Input

Steve Am-
bruzs

steve@downshift-
bikes.com

Easy Access from Downtown/bike lane up new road. Picturesque views. Good network of moun-
tain bike trails. 

E-bikes. Roanoke is behind Richmond, Bedford, Harrisonburg, Williamsburg, among many many 
other cities in the region with their prohibition of e-bikes. If Roanoke truly belives in being an 
inclusive city to everyone, they need to allow class 1 e-bikes on trails and greenways. 

11/19/2019
MMDC 
Public 
Input

Jimbo Harsh-
field

jimbo.harsh803@
gmail.com Trails, signs, blazes

Fern Park trail up to Yellow Mountain Road

11/19/2019
MMDC 
Public 
input

Mike Buehring mike.buehring@
yahoo.com Ease of access. Somewhat beginner friendly trails

More variety of MTB trails. Quicker support correcting large obstructions. More trail features for 
MTB. Repave old road. 

11/19/2019
MMDC 
Public 
Input

Marty O’Con-
nell

oconnell.marty.j@
gmail.com Accessibility from town. Variety of terrain. Well draining. Always open. 

Old road should be better maintained, wet leaves and trees can be scary on a bike going down. 
Plow for hikers and bikers in winter up old road. More distance. 

11/19/2019
MMDC 
Public 
Input

Katie Smith kssmith2789@
gmail.com Ease of access from greenway. All ability levels. 

More technical trails with features. More downhill traffic trails. Biking specific trails. 

11/19/2019
MMDC 
Public 
Input

Jeff Suppes jwsuppes@yahoo.
com Ease of access from town. Trail network and variety of trails. 

I’d like to see some 1 directional  bike only trails. Maybe a trail that works across mid-mountain 
that is flowy, opening Chestnut section to bikers and creation of new trails. 

11/19/2019
MMDC 
Public 
Input

James Breakell james.breakell@
boxley.com Close to home, easy, fun hikes to Star. Great view of City. 

A few more trails. Easy, moderate, switchbacks. 

11/19/2019
MMDC 
Public 
Input

David Irby dwi3f@virginia.edu Mountain bike trails

More bike trails. More built burms and rocks. 

11/19/2019
MMDC 
Public 
Input

Ian Bongard ianb199@gmail.
com Location, location, location. 

Downhill only trails. Trails to take pressure off Monument. Progressive trail. 

11/19/2019
MMDC 
Public 
Input

Carol Rowlett carolrowlett@
hotmail.com

Easy access, safe, friendly people. A variety of trails. Bathrooms at the top. Generally peaceful. 
Connectivity to other trail systems. I like the set schedule for mountain biking events so I know 
when to stay off of certain trails. I also like that Mill Mountain is not overpopulated with trails. 
Except for trail intersections, I generally don’t hear conversations from other trails. 

I’m still campiagning for a trash can down by the “big bikes” photo op. Better pedestrian access 
from Roanoke River Greenway. Tree identification trail near the zoo. Better use for the old Roa-
noke Mountain Campground. 

11/19/2019
MMDC 
Public 
Input

Kemper Fant kemperfant@
gmail.com That it is right in the City!!!











107

1/25/2021 Online Warren Clark clarkwg2@gmail.com
The plan looks great. Good use of public resource close to population center. Thanks 
for all your work in developing this during this pandemic year. I will look forward to using 
some of the new trails when they open.

1/25/2021 Online Adrian Gilbert trlbk77@gmail.com Amazing plan. Thank you for your efforts!

1/25/2021 Online David Stewart 
Wiley dswiley7@gmail.com

Thanks to the team who prepared this excellent plan. As a 25-year Roanoke City resident 
who regularly uses these trails and has raised our kids walking them, a hearty thanks for 
preserving and expanding this precious resource. I support the “mixed use” model that 
includes mountain bikes, for I believe with education that we bikers have a special respon-
sibility to be respectful of hikers and horseback riders, and to be aware of proper biking 
conditions for trail preservation.  
 
Here’s to the next 6000+ years of shared trail enjoyment! 

1/25/2021 Online AA AlpineAzalea1@gmail.com

Use of a hidden trail camera on trails commonly trashed by ATV use, litter, etc would be a 
very useful tool. Also the ATV users obviously live in an area nearby; canvas park neigh-
bors describing violations and consequences of ATVs on trails. Signage requesting photos 
of illegal activity witnessed in park, on trails and using roads will be a strong deterrent. 
Public awareness of violators being made responsible for cost of trail repair, clean up, etc.

1/25/2021 Online Taylor Petty taylor.petty4@gmail.com
I don’t know the Mill Mtn system very well at all and I need to fix that. I wanted to say 
though, that I support any sustainable expansion of existing trails in this area. Keep up the 
good work!

1/25/2021 Online CJ Waasdorp cjwazzy@gmail.com Looks great!

1/25/2021 Online Scott Ingram matapaloscott@hotmail.
com

I love the trails at Mill Mountain and I think the proposed improvements look good. I 
would like to add this. To really make the Mill Mtn. trail system World Class, it needs more 
FUN added. Things that make mountain biking more exciting and added in a way that al-
lows all levels to participate or ride around. I think the addition of man made features like 
table top jumps, berms, rollers, bridges, logs, skinny rails etc. would make Mill Mtn. a true 
mountain biking destination. Thanks For listening, Scott

1/25/2021 Online Marit Berntson berntson@roanoke.edu It’s important to incorporate access to lower income areas, so I appreciate input from 
parts of SE Roanoke. Thank you for your hard work!

1/25/2021 Online Dan Henry Danshellyhenry@gmail.com 
  Renee and the task force have done an excellent job preparing this plan. I appreciate 
their hard work and their dedication to Mill Mountain, a treasured natural resource. Good 
job.  

1/25/2021 Online Chris Bryant Chbryant1315@gmail.com
The plan basically look great. Two suggestions but these may have already been consid-
ered and found not doable. But here they are: 1. Have another “ new street connection”-
connecting to new path 11 and 12 going to same connection as street path 9  2.Connect 
new path 5 to path 3 somehow( on greenway?) for a loop. I like hiking loops.

1/25/2021 Online John Pendleton jpend1946@gmail.com The Mill Mountain trail system is a gem and a valuable asset for all ages in our community. 
I greatly appreciate the suggested improvements and look forward to them.

1/25/2021 Online Nathan Kerr nkerr2@mac.com
I’m thankful for any/all trail improvements and additions. Mill Mtn trails are a huge part of 
my riding and I think a huge part of our story for the region. having trails this close to our 
urban core is amazing and there is still so much possibility for bigger/better/more. Thank 
you!

1/25/2021 Online Ken Lyons kenneth.lyons@scouting.
org

THANK YOU, for the work that you are doing, as a frequent user of the trails on Mill Moun-
tain, it is appreciated. In reviewing the proposed additions they all look great. I also do 
like the idea of keeping some of our trails for hikers only. Although I have found all of the 
mountain bikers I have come across on the trials to be courteous.

1/25/2021 Online Christopher T 
Breeding ctb23532@gmail.com

Love the expansion of trails on the mountain. As long as we dont over crowd I think its a 
great addition. One problem I have with enjoying these trails is actually getting to the trail 
heads from the north side of town. Does the trail plan account for public transportation 
access, remote vehicle parking, or onsite parking additions so I can get on these trails with 
increased frequency? Thank you

1/25/2021 Online Kyle Inman kyleinman@me.com

I’m not seeing a line for the proposed downhill, bicycle only trail from the dirt road near 
the star, working name “Neon.” My hope is that it is planned, just not represented here. 
I would also like to see the line for an idea of how it lays across the mountain. Regarding 
Lower Knob (6): there has circulated a trail line that drops off the displayed loop and 
connects down-mountain to either Fishburn Parkway or Walnut (being the same road). 
I would be interested in that enhancement, or it could connect to the proposed River-
land-Walnut Alleyway trail (5). Furthermore, why would there NOT be a trail connecting 6 
with 5? It’s scrubby overgrowth that could use some functional use. Regarding Ridgeline, 
the steep bit near the terminus at Yellow Mountain Rd. I think an optional, lower grade 
switchback route, especially when climbing, would be a favorable enhancement. There is 
plenty of land to work with to circumvent the steepest section. I note this land is currently 
leased to the National Park Service. The planned Woodthrush/Yellow Mountain Road con-
nector is NPS leased land as well, so I suppose there’s an agreement to add that trail, so 
the Ridgeline ride-around I’m proposing might be feasible? Also, the last bit of Fern Park 
Trail is NPS, so a favorable precedent has been established it seems.

1/25/2021 Online Ana Anderson anaanderson60@gmail.
com

Thank you for all your hard work and the hard work to come, implementing the final 
recommendations. I hike the trails multiple times a week and am very grateful! My only 
suggestion would be trails around Roanoke mt. And also between Yellow Mt Rd and the 
Chestnut Ridge trail across from Wellington. Trails in that area may get the homeless 
camps to move on. Maybe one day. :) Thanks again! 

1/25/2021 Online Michael Metz-
bower

Michael.metzbower@gmail.
com

Please add as many beginner friendly trails as possible, along with signage at all inter-
sections that includes a map and where you are on the trails. Basic, but needed for new 
riders. I love riding Mill Mountain and do so at least 3 times a week.

1/25/2021 Online Carol Rowlett carolrowlett@hotmail.com 
The plan looks great! I’m a big fan of adding trash cans and mutt mitt stations. I didn’t im-
mediately see a way to walk from the Roanoke River Greenway to the parking lot near the 
water tower, but that might have been because of the fine print on the map. Improving 
the access between these two trail systems would be a wonderful addition.

1/25/2021 Online Ilana Waasdorp ilana.waasdorp@gmail.com

I’m thrilled to see these updates, especially the expansion of the trail system and increas-
ing mountain bike use. I particularly hope that mountain bike use will be allowed on the 
new trails 1,2,6,7,8,11 and 12. However, even as a mountain biker, I question opening 
up lower star trail to mountain biking. my experience is that this is a trail where a lot of 
pedestrians take their dogs and it’s nice to have a zone that is protected from the types 
of clashes that occur between hikers of all abilities, families and dogs, and mountain bikes 
where there is not much shoulder room or visibility. Additionally, I’m happy to see better 
road maintenance and clearance on the parkway, but I don’t see any initiatives that will 
add protection to road cyclists on an off and fast moving road. Please consider adding 
greater room and/or traffic calming measures for road cyclists when the road is repaved 
and painted. Thanks for all you do!

1/25/2021 Online Tina Miller Tina@walkaboutoutfitter.
com

First, thank you so much for all the work that you are putting into this! Great job!!! Thank 
you, thank you. I thought I understood, early on, that equestrian trails were going to be 
put in as well as possible horse camping sites. Perhaps I missed it in the proposal but I 
don’t see them- I may have looked too quickly. Please do consider equestrian trails as well. 
There are loads of city streets, city parks, regular parks, State Forests, etc where bicyclist 
and hikers can hit the trails (I do those activities too), but for equestrians it is extremely 
limited and horses on streets are extremely dangerous. With so few places for equestri-
ans to enjoy getting out into nature, please do incorporate allowing them to get outside as 
well enjoying the bond between nature, their horse, and themselves.  
 
Thank you so much for this important consideration. 
Tina Miller (540)319-1492 
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1/25/2021 Online Jason Saunders 74burritos@gmail.com
I really appreciate all the work the city has done on all trails. I hope we get even more trails 
like the ones proposed here for mill mountain. I would like to see as I know others would 
is a downhill directional mountain biking specific progressive jump line trail. Thank you for 
doing such good work and maintaining all these trails for all of us to use and enjoy.

1/25/2021 Online Jason O’Donnell 76odonnell@gmail.com

Love the fact that you guys are adding more trials. Fantastic job! I would also love to see a 
down hill specific progressive jump line at Mill Mountain. Other locales are building these 
but they seem to be for the benefit of riders that are already accomplished at these types 
of obstacles. It would be great to have something that the youger kids (and older kids like 
myself being in the mid 40’s) to learn on. Mill Mountain being the perfect location because 
there is more access from neighborhoods via bicycles than any other location. Thank you 
for a job well done and consideration of ideas from the public.

1/25/2021 Online Tyler Lyon wtlyon10@hotmail.com

Thanks for sharing this plan. For the most part, it looks very good. I think these concerns 
were addressed, but I wanted to emphasize them. The kudzu problem near the Riverland 
Rd parking area is out of control. If nothing is done about that, we will have to rename 
the mountain Kudzu Mountain in a few years, and nobody wants that. I think most of the 
new trail additions are sensible. I would be concerned about trail 8 because I know that is 
a very steep area for the most part and one of the largest remaining areas without a trail 
running through it for wild life. But the park is so heavily used already that I don’t know 
how much of an issue that really is. Anyways, sounds good overall!

1/25/2021 Online David Wicker-
sham skeezicks@wickersham.ws

Greetings, 
 
I am a frequent user of the Mill Mountain trails, as a hiker and on rare occasion as a biker. 
I have read the trail update plans and I have the following suggestions: 
 
-Skip the proposed art work on the greenway. 
- Keep the signage simple at intersections, i.e. trail names and color coded directional 
arrows only - maps only at major starting points, if at all.  
- Skip the proposed crosswalks and curb cuts along Walnut from Hamilton Terrace, SE to 
Sylvan Road, SE - a waste of time and money, would rarely, if ever, be used. 
- Regarding “social trails”, if there are any that actually are laid out sensibly and serve a 
useful purpose, incorporate them into the trail network. Otherwise, using natural material 
somehow barricade them and cover them with brush or whatever it takes to discourage 
their use. 
 
Thank you for the work you are doing. 
 
David Wickersham 

1/25/2021 Online Deborah Ambler dambler1@yahoo.com

Please, please, consider, collaborating with the, Blue Ridge Parkway, to open up “Roanoke 
Mountain Campground”, for camping for the citizen’s of the Roanoke Valley. We especially, 
now need an outlet from being indoor’s, that is a healthy option, to escape, being indoors, 
all the time. We miss camping there so badly. It is close in, to Roanoke, and so much fun 
for families. Please open the campground, back up. I’m sure you can find a lot of volun-
teers, to help out, including my self. Thanks, in advance for your consideration! D. Ambler

1/25/2021 Online Bonnie J Stidham bonstid4400@gmail.com
Love all Roanoke trails--especially Lick Run. One of my son and I’s favorite. Suggestion 
maybe more benches for resting. Love walking from Fallon Park to Wylie Dr., although 
always run out of water.

1/25/2021 Online Phillip Mitchell pmitchell245@yahoo.com
Dedicated mountain bike trail, preferably downhill directional trail only! We’re an IMBA 
ride center and only have 1 directional, mountain bike only trail in our area. Another 
would be nice.

1/25/2021 Online Wade wwickline240@gmail.com The plan looks great and I think should be taken into affect as soon as possible. It would 
give mill mountain more variety since there are only a hand full if trails at the moment

1/25/2021 Online Tom Carr oldcityplanner@gmail.com

It is great that the City is planning to expand the trail system!  I hope that the references 
to dealing with social trails mean that the City plans on improving or replacing them with 
something better. We need to be inviting people into the park, not trying to exclude them 
(which will probably turn out to be a fool’s errand). If we all followed the rules (and I love 
rules) all the time, would we have any trails?  It struck me that there were no black faces 
in the picture of the meeting at the Discovery Center. I may have missed this, but adding 
wayfinding signage that invites people from the Greenway (maybe our most democratic 
institution) to the mountain would let everyone know what is available just a short walk or 
ride away.  I’m not sure it is really a great idea to remove technical sections of Sidewinder 
(or other trails). Yes, we need beginner friendly and intermediate trails, but challenging 
trails are great, too. They let us overcome our fears and improve our abilities to run, ride, 
and hike. Please leave a few rough spots. All vanilla is, well, boring. Is Fern Park really off 
limit to bikes????? I hope not. Don’t want to be a scofflaw.  Don’t forget about hammering 
the educational side of trail use. Good trail etiquette is something that we can teach. I 
think most of the stupid things I see on the Greenway or trails are not malicious, it’s just a 
lack of understanding.  Thanks for all the great work you are doing!

1/25/2021 Online M Smith osirus73@hotmail.com

The new trails connectors looks great!  One thing I noticed in the long list of maintenance 
proposal is the lack of plans for the parking area off of Riverland SE lot. I don’t feel my car 
is safe there since a hiker told me, some car’s windows were broken by a thief while they 
were hiking . I hike elsewhere since. overall it needs expansion and some improvement in 
my opinion.

1/25/2021 Online Gail Burruss gailburruss@msn.com The plan looks good. I would like to suggest that a new trail be named the “Betty Field 
trail”, in honor and memory of someone who passionately loved the mountain.

1/25/2021
Website 
Leave a 
Message

David Eugene 
Vanderpool DaveVanderpool@me.com 

I love all of the plans to maintain the Mill Mountain trails.  Thank you for this!!!  I am 
curious, though, as to any possible plans for the Mill Mountain Campground.  I loved 
camping there as a child, and have wished it were available to camp there with my own 
children.  Living in Roanoke, this would be the perfect spot for a quick getaway.  My wife 
and I utilize the campground for day trips, but adding overnights would be wonderful.  Are 
there any plans at all whatsoever?  And, if not, what would it take to get this on the 
books?  And again, thanks for the work on the trails!

1/26/2021 Online Ric mrbartolome2@gmail.com

I have been in Roanoke for just over a month now and regularly walk up to Crystal Spring 
Trail. The newly proposed #1 & #2 trails would be really nice to have. Anything that im-
proves access while reducing time spent walking on roadways would be a great addition. 
Having these trails has made my transition from the mountains of Idaho to the City of Ro-
anoke a very pleasant one. It’s much easier to get my kids to walk when they are on trails. 
Something about being on a trail is magical. 
 
I have made use of Crystal Spring Trail, but I have also hiked Mill Mountain Greenway, 
Monument Trail, Virginia Pine Trail, Woodthrush Trail, Sidewinder Trail, Ridgeline Trail, and 
Fern Park Trail. 

1/26/2021 Online Steve Powers fishdoc.powers@gmail.com

This plan looks great. Thanks to all who made it happen. I am especially excited about 
trails 8, 12, 11, and 7 as they will make for more loop options with minimal repeating trails. 
As an urban trail system, Mill Mountain is primarily an “after work” destination for riders, 
hikers and runners. As such, maximizing route diversity is key to creating the best expe-
rience for the greatest number of users. I am happy to see more multi-use trail and no 
single-direction trail proposed in the plan. Single use and directional trail is a poor use of 
resources as it requires twice as much trail to provide the same amount of usable trail for 
a given user group. That means twice as much work to build and maintain a trail system 
for the same number of users. With an abundance of nearly deserted trails within a short 
distance of Roanoke, trail users who want solitude should go seek it out. Additionally, I 
am happy to see this document contain no plan to turn Mill Mountain into a bike park. 
Expecting tax payers to fund and often volunteers to build and maintain trail in a city park 
for a very small, vocal group of users that don’t utilize the abundance of trail we already 
have is a poor use of resources. I applaud the task force for developing a trail plan that 
serves the entire trail user community. Thanks again for your work.
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1/26/2021 Online John Gray 53jgray@cox.net

As a regular user, I appreciate the effort made by the team! The process appears to have 
been thorough, and the proposals seem appropriate and very ambitious.  I like the pres-
ent trails and think the greatest emphasis must be crisp maintenance of what we have. 
Please don’t develop new trails at the expense of maintaining old trails. Thanks again for 
your work, John

1/26/2021 Online Lauren Williams lduuub@gmail.com
I simply wanted to say THANK YOU for all you’re doing! Proposals look great!!  I helped 
build part of the Greenway in the fall of 2001 as a freshman at Roanoke College during a 
service project and have been so very impressed to see the growth since then. My family 
and I use it all the time and are so grateful for these spaces.

1/26/2021 Online Adam Over-
street

adamoverstreet91@gmail.
com

First off, thanks for all your hard work and dedication in keeping current trails in good 
condition as well as in developing new trails for us to ride. It is much appreciated!  Just to 
add my two cents, here are a few of my thoughts on the proposal:  -Devoting resources 
to trail upkeep and signage is always important. I like that it appears to be represented in 
the proposed plan.  -While I completely understand the need to reinforce trails to guard 
against erosion from water and trail users, I would hate to see the trails gentrified to a 
point where the janky sections are removed. I see you have plans to add technical fea-
tures in certain places, but it looks like there are also plans for “rock removal” on parts of 
Understory and “repairing tread” and “smoothing out” other trails. I know some of that is 
necessary, but I just hope it doesn’t go too far. I can only speak for myself and those I ride 
with, but the natural sections of the trail is what keeps things interesting at Mill mtn. I’d 
hate to end up with a bunch of smooth trail in an area so naturally rocky.  -I like the idea 
of a technical section before the switchback between Understory and Ridgeline, although, 
to take it a step further, I think it could be cool to continue the technical section all the 
way through the corner (like you see in sections of Gateway trail in Blacksburg). I think this 
could eliminate the erosion problem, while also creating a fun feature in the trail, while 
climbing or descending.  -Just in general, I’d love to see more advanced technical features 
throughout the trails at mill mtn. Even if there were “alternate line” options, I think it would 
be a good area to cater to advancing riders technical skills. Some of my favorite trails have 
been somewhat disadvantaged in terms of acreage, elevation, etc, but they pack a ton of 
interesting features in the space that they have, and manage to create something really 
interesting and challenging. Especially for a mountain that’s right in “the backyard” and 
easy to ride after work several times a week, I think it would go a long way to pack in as 
many interesting features as possible. This could be anything from rock gardens, to wood-
en features, to steep, punchy corners to climb. And in the case of new trail, it could be as 
simple as not shying away from the steeper or rockier terrain.

As for the proposal for new trails, my preference would be to see more trails built purely 
for the purposes of riding them rather than to allow for more access from surrounding 
areas. Being such a small mountain, it’s easy enough to get onto the trail system from any 
one of the entrances in South Roanoke, Downtown, Garden City, SE, etc. I’d love to see 
priority given to building trails in whatever areas simply allow for the most mileage of trail.  
Again, thanks for all you do!

1/26/2021 Online Will Moore wumoore@gmail.com Looks awesome! Great work to the whole task force, I’m already day dreaming ahead to 
when all this work is completed. It will make the mountain a gem!

1/26/2021 Online Brian McCahill Brian.r.mccahill@gmail.com

For the last 8 years or so, I’ve routinely run the Mill Mtn trail system (and Chestnut) two 
times a week and consider it one of my favorite parts of living in South Roanoke. It’s a true 
asset for the City!  I am floored by this plan. It is thoughtful, and practical and advances 
neighborhood and intra-trail connectivity by orders of magnitude. I particularly like the 
connectivity to the Garden City Greenway which is one I seldom use because there are no 
obvious connections for me without a vehicle. I really enjoy linking the trails on my long 
runs but after years of doing so, it can get repetitive. This plan enables so many interest-
ing connections and loops that I can’t imagine getting bored even with my frequent use.  
I commend the task force on this plan and fully support it. If there is any way that I can 
help, please let me know.

1/26/2021 Online Russell Bailey Russellbailey3@yahoo.com

The plan looks thorough and well thought-out. I agree with the locations of the new trails 
being good fits.  I live on Jefferson St and ride the trails likely 75+ days a year. Making the 
connection via Fern Park to the trail system is very helpful. It is important to maintain the 
ability to cross the Blue Ridge Parkway Spur off Morrison Street. Alternatively, it would 
be ideal if the NPS was ok with bikes using the short spur from the end of Fern to cross 
to the Blue Ridge Parkway and use the Spur bridge to avoid having to use the at-grade 
crossing on Yellow Mountain. Alternatively, a cross-walk and flashing lights or similar at the 
top of Yellow Mountain would be something to consider.  It would also be nice to be able 
to integrate some of the area under the powerlines on the east side of the park into the 
trail system.  Thank you for your work.

1/26/2021 Online Bob Peckman bob@peckmanjazz.com More great progress from Roanoke City. This fits right in with traffic calming and bike lanes 
making the city a livable space. Thank you for all you guys do!

1/27/2021 Online Brian Batteiger bbatteiger@hotmail.com

The plan looks pretty good. I assume that #14 is proposed but route is undecided at this 
time? Maybe set to be flexible in the plan? Maybe I am missing something, but I didn’t 
see much discussion or text to the plan like the 2005 has. I looked over the existing trail 
assessment that seems good and has some details. But not much text on new trials and 
thoughts. I am wondering why #15 can not cross the spur instead of forcing people out 
onto Yellow Mt busy road. Can a huge shoulder be added? I am very happy about trail 
#4 and wish it was a priority 1 trail. Trail #3 is also very nice addition to make the existing 
loops much better. Not sure why 7 & 6 are priorities as they don’t really connect anything. 
Are a bunch of people excited to get little mini loops that they can go around and around 
on? Did anyone explore the opportunity to reroute Ridgeline from Riser to Yellow Moun-
tain to not be a fall line trail? Might be hard to fix in its current deep rutted condition.  
Great work! Thanks to all the people that put so much time into this. Nice to see a plan to 
make further improvements to Mill Mountain even if I don’t head over there myself very 
often due to my current location near the Cove. Maybe with a bigger trail network it will be 
worth the drive a little more often. Combining the trip with visiting some restaurants after 
the ride on that side of town.

1/27/2021 Online Jim & Bess Ten-
nant Jackalope96@aol.com

Thanks to all who have taken the time and effort maintaining and making improvements 
to the trails.  We have quantity and quality trails in Lynchburg BUT it’s the location and his-
tory that brings us back to the Mill Mountain/Explore Park area every year to ride.  We are 
now weekday riders and enjoy all ur labors, just a little slower but we still ride all!! Thanks 
again!

1/27/2021 Online Jill Hufnagel jillhufnagel@mac.com
Many thanks for the thorough assessment and thoughtful plans you’ve developed for the 
trails.  I use these trails a few times a week, year round, and they are a gem of this area 
and a centerpiece of my time outside. Worlds of gratitude for your past and future work 
on MM trails!

1/27/2021 Online Larry Davidson ldavidson@davidsonscloth-
ing.com All looks good. Big thanks to all who helped and to the future improvements.

1/28/2021 Online John Partin Johnpartin83@yahoo.comI I enjoy the current trail system and hope that it continues as stated. Keep up the good 
work. Thank you.

1/29/2021 Online Zain Mirza zainmirzaus@gmail.com I like the look of the plan, I’m keen on bike-oriented single track
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1/29/2021 Online Aaron Copeland aaron@copelandexcava-
tion.com

Thank you for all of your hard work and diligence working with community to create a 
legacy for our kids and future humans. Mill mountain trails have shown how important 
they are during these troubled times caused by COVID. It has become more apparent to 
more people that human health is of upmost importance and not just external physical 
but also internal physical (lunges, blood, etc...) and mental. These trails help shape our 
community and its overall well being through their natural setting and convenience to the 
city all while being challenging due to topography and soil types. The layout you all have 
proposed is appreciated and necessary due to more users than ever.  Below are a few 
questions comments.  1. Is there trail map on a topographic map that we can see? 2. I 
think we need a section that young riders can confidently ride. (see note 6, this may con-
nect a lot of consistent contours to create a kid trail) 3. I think if you terminate loop 6 with 
out connecting to wood thrush or new trail line 5, riders are going to connect via star trail? 
4. Are any trails going to be directional? If so, can star trail be opened for directional uphill 
use? (This could be eliminated if note 5 worked out) 5. Is there anyway to connect trail 8 to 
the Fishburne pkwy-monument? Being able to connect at that contour will help connect 
garden city side trails connect to s. rke side trails) 6. Is there a way to propose a trail that 
connects ridge line to riser with out having to climb to the top of riser, this will allow for 
older users on chestnut to access the south rke side of the trails and not have to climb as 
much elevation. Thanks again,

1/29/2021 Online Willis Logan gwillislogan@gmail.com
Hi  We use these trails all of the time: biking, walking, cub scout activities, we take friends 
on them, and I think the ideas proposed are awesome and I’d even donate funds to speed 
up implementing them. Willis Logan //434-409-7433  City Resident.

1/28/2021 Online Cecile Newcomb cecile64@vt.edu

Thank you for this wonderful plan! I am in support of everything in the plan. However, 
there are a couple of things missing in the maintenance list:  1. The Ash trees are being 
killed by Ash Borers. There are many Ash trees on Mill Mountain, especially on the eastern 
slopes, and as they die there may be serious erosion and possibly other problems. The 
woodpeckers are thriving with the current situation, so I wouldn’t want to remove them, 
but there should be a plan for replanting, or somehow mitigating erosion.  2. There is a 
large, nasty garbage dump in the ravine off of Wood Thrush. I reported this to the City, but 
I couldn’t locate the exact spot from the road and they will not hike the trail to find it. It 
looks like a storage shed in one of the adjacent yards collapsed and all of its contents are 
in the ravine and on the slope behind their yard. It’s probably behind a house on Estes Rd. 
or Hartsook Blvd.

1/29/2021 Online Donald Langrehr dlangreh@radford.edu
Many trees are dying and falling on the steep mountainside (Ash trees primarily). Should 
we be planning to revitalize the woods with new plantings?  *Replace the zoo with a Ger-
man-style biergarten ;)  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p_jror0X8p8&feature=emb_
logo
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5.	 Minimize Camp�re Impacts: Fires are not allowed in Mill Mountain Park. Visit LNT.org for more 

6.	 Respect Wildlife: Learn about wildlife through quiet observation. Do not disturb wildlife or 
plants just for a “better look.” Observe wildlife from a distance so they are not scared or forced 

Quick movements and loud noises are stressful to animals. Travel quietly and do not pursue, 

ability to withstand the rigorous environment. Do not touch, get close to, feed or pick up wild 
animals. It is stressful to the animal, and it is possible that the animal may harbor rabies or 
other diseases.

7.	 Be Considerate of Other Visitors: One of the most important components of outdoor ethics is 
to maintain courtesy toward other visitors. It helps everyone enjoy their outdoor experience. 
Many people come to the outdoors to listen to nature. Excessive noise, uncontrolled pets and 
damaged surroundings take away from the natural appeal of the outdoors.

The feeling of solitude, especially in open areas, is often enhanced when group size is small, 
contacts are infrequent and behavior is unobtrusive. 

In many places, there’s an expectation that hikers will yield to equestrians, and that bicyclists 
will yield to both hikers and equestrians on trails. Stay in control when mountain biking. Before 
passing others, politely announce your presence and proceed with caution.

Keep pets under control at all times. Please pick up dog feces from trails. Just a reminder that 
Mill Mountain Park requires dogs to be on a leash at all times.

Etiquette and Safety for Equestrians

These guidelines are posted by Equisearch: For People Who Love Horses, originally from the 
Maryland Horse Council.

	= Make sure your horse has the temperament and training for riding on congested public trails. 	
	 Busy multi-use trails are not the proper place for schooling green horses. 

	= Advise other trail users of your horse’s temperament, e.g. a horse with a tendency to kick 	
	 should always wear a red ribbon on the tail or a stallion should wear a yellow ribbon. Assume 	
	 that not everyone will know what these ribbons mean, so be prepared to explain or take the 	
	 necessary precautions to avoid trouble. 
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	= Obey
	 on crowded trails endangers everyone. 

	= Move to the right to allow faster trail users to pass. 

	= Announce your intentions to pass other trail users and reduce speed in order to pass safely. 		
	 Pass on the left only. 

	= Remove your horse from the trail if you begin experiencing behavior problems. 

	= Stay on equestrian approved trails. 

	= As a courtesy to others in your group, use appropriate hand signals for turning, slowing, etc., 		
	 and give verbal warning for dangers on the trail (e.g. holes, low branches). 

	= Remember that other trail users may not be familiar with horses or their reactions to new 		
	 experiences. Your horse may be another trail users introduction to horses, what you do is a 		

	 You are an ambassador for the entire equestrian community. 

	= If you trailer to a location, do not clean out your trailer in the parking area. 

	= On multiple

Responsible Riding: IMBA Rules of the Trail

The International Mountain Bicycling Association guidelines are recognized around the world as 

educate mountain bikers and serve as a pro-bike advocacy tool. These guidelines for responsible 
riding have been adopted by land-management agencies nationwide. Actions of mountain bikers 
have critical impacts on the landscape, the trails, the animals and other trail users. Pledge to ride 

1.	 Respect the Landscape: Respect your local trail builders and be a good steward of the physical 
environment. Keep singletrack single by staying on the trail. Practice Leave No Trace principles. 
Do not ride muddy trails because it causes rutting, widening and maintenance headaches. 
Ride through standing water, not around it. Ride (or walk) technical features, not around them.

2.	 Share the Trail: Most of the trails you ride are multi-use. Mountain bikers yield to horses and 

mountain bike trails—know the code where you ride. Be nice. Say hi.			 

3.	 Ride open, Legal trails: Poaching trails, building illegal singletrack or adding unauthorized trail 
features are detrimental to your access. Poorly-built features could also seriously injure other 
trail users. If you believe there aren’t enough trails or variety near you, it’s time to get involved. 
Your engagement will be welcomed because it takes a village to create, enhance and protect 






